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(57) ABSTRACT

Deployment and servicing tasks associated with multi-tier,
distributed applications, application environments and data
centers are automated so that a person does not have to manu-
ally perform these tasks. All ofthe information describing and
defining the distributed service is modeled and stored in a
re-useable service template that can be used to drive an auto-
mated system to programmatically deploy and manage the
service over time. Deployment and servicing of a distributed
application can be automated using re-useable models that
capture hardware and workload definitions. The re-useable
models in the form of service templates enable delta-based
servicing of the application. The service can be deployed to
one or more physical machines, one or more virtual machines
orto a combination thereof. A default deployment plan can be
customized with instance-specific customizations of service
parameters.
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